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News & Notes — Fall 2011 

  Faith in Action welcomed its 22nd partner into 

membership in August when Newberg First United 

Methodist Church (FUMC) joined the organization’s 

coalition and appointed Pat Werth as liaison for the 

two organizations. “First United Methodist Church 

has already been an 

active supporter of 

Faith in Action in a 

variety of ways,” said 

Kathy Watson, 

program manager. “I 

am delighted that they 

Newberg First United Methodist Becomes Newest Member 

Our mission is to coordinate volunteers to help people who face challenges related to health or aging 

 

Integra Telecom Gives HOPE for Children Again 

in the program, attended the tournament dinner to 

describe her experience of having a Family Friend 

volunteer to lean on when making decisions 

regarding her child’s care and education and to thank 

golfers for their record breaking support.  

    Riley Smith is a beneficiary of the HOPE for 

Children Fund and also went to thank golfers for their 

support. He received some golf tips from Don 

Alloway II, Newberg area State Farm agent and 

HOPE tournament participant (pictured below). 

Having been matched with 

a Newberg High School 

senior who is attending 

college in Maryland this 

fall, Riley awaits a new 

Family Friend. To connect 

with a child on the Family 

Friends waiting list, call 

503-537-1548. 

      For the ninth year in a row, the employees of 

Integra Telecom organized their own annual charity 

golf classic to benefit Providence Newberg Health 

Foundation’s Hope for Children Fund, and thereby, 

Faith in Action’s Family Friends program. The 2011 

HOPE for Children Charity Golf Classic, which took 

place at The Reserve Vineyards & Golf Club in 

Aloha on July 25th, raised more than $156,000. “We 

are so pleased to continue this tradition year after 

year,” said Kit Nidever, director of business 

management at Integra Telecom. “Integra is 

dedicated to giving back to the communities in 

which we do business and this golf tournament is just 

one of the ways that we are able to achieve that 

commitment.”  

    Funds received by the Family Friends program 

assure the continuation of free mentor and support 

services for children with a chronic health condition 

or disability. Elizabeth Sherwood, mother of a child 

have agreed to become a formal member of the 

coalition.”  

    FUMC has hosted Faith in Action’s Sing Along 

Messiah (pictured left), an annual fundraiser and 

community-wide holiday season opener, for 5 

consecutive years and is planning on a 6th in 

December.  A number of congregation members 

already volunteer through Faith in Action. With the 

newly formalized relationship, the two organizations 

can work more closely, sharing information and 

resources in order to provide personal connections 

for more of the community’s vulnerable citizens.  



Kids Day Out Second Pilot Set 
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Falls Forums, September 23rd 

    The Kids Day Out (KDO) pilot project is for 

children with a disability or chronic health condition 

to gather for two to three hours in a safely supervised 

group setting while their parents enjoy a date with 

each other or the child’s siblings. Parents of children 

with special needs benefit from regular periods of 

respite from their extraordinary caregiving 

responsibilities. Having some time off enables them 

to return to their duties revitalized and refreshed.  

     KDO will also provide lower commitment, 

episodic volunteer opportunities for those who would 

like to work with children but either cannot or are 

uncertain about making the weekly Family Friends 

commitment. FiA’s first pilot took place in June and 

the second is set for October 15th. If there is 

sufficient interest, KDO will become a monthly 

service of FiA. Call Deana  at 503-537-1471 for 

more information. 

Right at Home:  Firefighters, Faith in Action  Team Up to 

Keep Seniors Safe  

    According to Chris Mayfield, 

Division Chief, Fire Marshal, the 

Newberg Fire Department responds to approximately 

9 fall calls per week. Every year, 1 in 3 older adults 

fall, and falls are the leading cause of death and 

injury for people age 65 and over. Additionally, 

people over the age of 85 die in fires 5 times more 

often than the rest of the population.  

    With this in mind, Faith in Action and local 

firefighters from Newberg and Dundee are teaming 

up to provide older adults, age 60 and better, with 

free “Right at Home” safety checks focused on falls 

and fire prevention. Teams of 3 will be going into the 

homes of older adults and reviewing a home safety 

checklist with each homeowner on Saturday, 

November 5th. The checklist helps residents identify 

areas of fall risk and fire hazard in their home.   

    The team of volunteers will remedy anything they 

can at the time of the visit, including changing smoke 

detector batteries, burned out light bulbs, and 

installing night lights, new smoke detectors, or 

carbon monoxide detectors while supplies last.  

    Donated supplies being sought during the month 

of October 2011 include: New smoke detectors and 

carbon monoxide detectors, 9 volt batteries, light 

bulbs of various sizes, C and D batteries for 

flashlights, new flashlights, carpet tape or non-skid 

backing for throw rugs, 36” grab bars, and tap lights. 

Individuals can also contribute funds to purchase 

additional supplies as needed. 

    Donations may be dropped off at Providence 

Newberg Medical Center during the center’s Mission 

Week, September 19-23, or at the following 

locations October 1 - 31: Either Newberg Fire 

Station, the FiA office, 310 Villa Road, Suite #110, 

Newberg, the Adult Enrichment Center, 101 W. 

Foothills Drive, Newberg, and First Federal 

Newberg branch, 121 N. Edwards Street, Newberg. 

    To sign up for a Right at Home appointment, 

please call FiA at 503-537-1549 before November 1, 

2011. Areas of concern not remedied at the time may 

be referred back to FiA for further assistance.  

    Because falls are a major threat to the health and 

independence of older adults, Faith in Action is 

working with several community groups to host two 

Falls Prevention Forums on Friday, September 23rd 

in Newberg and Sherwood.  The forums will focus 

on simple, practical ways that seniors can improve 

the chances of staying on their feet and in their own 

homes. 

    The first forum will take place at the Loaves & 

Fishes Sherwood Senior Center, 21907 SW 

Sherwood Blvd., from 10:00 am to 11:30 am.  The 

forum will then be repeated in the afternoon at the 

Newberg Adult Enrichment Center, 101 W. Foothills 

Drive from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm.   

    Participants will learn to minimize their risk of 

falling and find out about Medicare covered options 

to improve balance. Sign up for a free, 5 minute Falls 

Risk Assessment by a certified geriatric physical 

therapist . In Newberg call 503-538-9404. In 

Sherwood call 503-625-5644. 
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    Faith in Action coordinates volunteers to help 

older adults living at home with a condition that is 

jeopardizing their independence, children with 

special needs, and their families. All FiA services are 

free of charge due to the generosity of people and 

organizations that contribute financially. Ushio 

America has offered to make a current gift of $1,000 

to Providence Newberg Health Foundation for each 

of the first 8 estate gift commitments made this year. 

If you name FiA in your estate plans by the end of 

2011 please let us know and Ushio will contribute 

$1,000 now out of respect for the legacy you intend 

to leave.  

   FiA also collects used cell phones and Nap’s 

Thriftway receipts. These two business programs 

raise several hundred dollars for FiA each year.  

    Phones, receipts and financial contributions can be 

mailed or dropped off at the FiA office Monday 

through Thursday between 8:30 am and 4:00 pm. 

    Regular supporters will notice that the enclosed 

contribution envelope is addressed to Providence 

Newberg Health Foundation with a Portland address. 

PNHF provides FiA with fiscal oversight and has 

partnered with us to record your charitable 

contributions. You can be confident that your gift 

marked Faith in ActionðNewberg  and mailed to 

the Portland address will indeed reach us.   

    Additionally, you can contribute to Faith in 

ActionðNewberg online through Providence 

Newberg Health Foundation or mail a donation to 

310 Villa Road, #110, Newberg, OR 97132. A list of 

financial partners can be found on the FiA website at 

www.faithinactionnewberg.org.  

Welcome New Volunteers! 

Caregiver Support Groups:  

Open to All 
 

    Over time, the care of a loved one can become 

more complex and difficult than first anticipated. If 

you shoulder this type of care responsibility, please 

utilize these caregiver resources: 

   For unpaid or family caregivers of older adults, a 

support group meets the 2nd and 4th Thursday of 

each month from 1:30-3pm at Providence Newberg 

Medical Center conference room. Call 503-537-1549 

for information. Drop ins are welcome. 

    For parents and guardians caring for a child with 

special needs, a monthly family caregiver support 

group meets September thru May from 10:15 am to 

11:45am, at Family Life Church, 502 St. Paul Hwy, 

Newberg. Scheduled in sync with Newberg Schools, 

call 503-537-1471 for information and to reserve 

childcare for pre-schoolers at least 1 week in 

advance.  

Tara Baker 

Kimberly Curtis 

Bobbie Gunn 

Lily Gunn 

Katy Himes 

Ken Lookabill 

6th Annual Sing Along 

Messiah 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2011 

4:00 pm at Newberg First United 

Methodist Church 
 

This is an open invitation for you, your friends, and 

family to kick off the 2011 holiday season. Raise 

your voice with a community choir and professional 

soloists singing selections of G.F. Handel’s great 

oratorio, The Messiah. Admission is free, an offering 

will be taken to support the year-round work of Faith 

in Action. 

Support Varied, Invaluable 

Get Connected 

Pick one (or more) of the following to get connected 

through Faith in Action. 

Ä Help seniors catch up on light housekeeping 

Ä Give an older adult an occasional ride to the 

doctor, pharmacy, or grocery store 

Ä Encourage a small exercise group of older folks 

Ä Visit regularly with a child or older adult 

Ä Tidy up an older person’s lawn or garden 

Ä Give a family caregiver a break now and then 

Ä Be Mr. or Ms. Fix It for an elderly homeowner 
 

  Volunteer training provided.  

Criminal history check required. 
 

Call 503-537-1549 to connect with someone  

in need through Faith in Action!  

Randy Nordyke 

Bob Pelletier 

Emily Shelton 

Kelly Shelton 

Connie Thornton 

Amy Zhang 
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Kathy Watson, Manager 

Jill Smith, Program Coordinator 

Deana VandenHoek, Program Coordinator 

Nancy Dunbar, Program Assistant 

Staff:  
 

Coalition Members 

 

2nd Street Community Church  

                             AARP 

Chehalem Valley Baptist Church 

Family Life Church 

First Federal 

First Presbyterian Church 

George Fox University Christian Services 

GodSong Community Church 

Grace Baptist Church, XYZ Group 

Joyful Servant Lutheran Church 

Newberg Church of the Nazarene 

Newberg First United Methodist Church 

Newberg Friends Church 

Newberg Ministerial Association 

Newberg Public Library 

North Valley Friends Church 

NW Senior & Disability Services 

Providence Newberg Medical Center 

St. Michael/San Miguel Episcopal Church 

St. Peter Catholic Church 

West Chehalem Friends Church 

               Zion Lutheran Church  

Many Hands Make Light Work 

    Our thanks to those who washed windows, weeded flowerbeds, 

cleaned gutters, moved heavy boxes, and more for older adults through 

large group service opportunities: Youth Quake, Neighbor 2 Neighbor 

Day on May 7th, and George Fox University Serve Day on September 

7th. We appreciate the gift of hope and inspiration spread throughout 

the heart of the communities we serve. Work groups from your church 

or place of employment are always welcome. To schedule a group 

service project for your family or group call 503-537-1549. 


