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News & Notes ñ April 2010  

  While Margene thinks she spends ample time with her three local granddaughters, she felt she 

had room in her heart for more so attended a Family Friends volunteer training in 2005. In 2009, 

Margene worked with a special education classroom at Mabel Rush and was matched one-on-

one with a young girl named Bailey for a total of 123 hours. Margene works with Bailey twice a 

week; after school on Friday and on Sunday afternoons for an hour each. Together they do drills 

that supplement Baileyôs work with other education specialists to help her live well with 

dyslexia. One of their drills involves Bailey dictating a story to Margene. Margene then types it 

and reads it back to Bailey. Together they edit the story so that it says just what Bailey intended it to say. They 

have created a notebook of the stories they have written together. Baileyôs mom, Elizabeth, said that, ñWhen 

working on reading, Margene is incredibly patient and loving in how she moves Bailey along. She brings a 

gentleness, patience, and playfulness to their time togetheré She is a grandma figure and a teacher figure, 

combining the best of both. To say we are grateful is an understatement.ò Prior to 2009 she was matched with 

a child with severe autism. When she learned that she was receiving this award, Margene said, ñI'm surprised 

and highly honored to be chosen as volunteer of the year. It feels like a real blessing from all of my "Family 

Friends" that I enjoy working with so much.ò 

Faith in Action Names 2009 Volunteer of the Year  

Our mission is to coordinate volunteers to help people who face challenges related to health or aging  

  Faith in Action has many amazing volunteers who give their time and energy caring for older adults and 

children with special needs. This year, a volunteer from each program was honored with our Program Star 

Award . This award recognizes a volunteer from each program who has provided extraordinary service and 

given above and beyond to their program. The choice was difficult. The award for each program goes to: 
 

 Strong for Lifeï Fern Johnson. Fern joined her friend and fellow coach, Vanessa Williams, to restart the 

Vittoria Square Strong for Life class in Jan 2008.  When Vanessa moved to McMinnville, Fern carried on 

providing leadership to her class.  Fern is kind, faithful, encouraging, and friendly. She has a great sense of 

humor. She also volunteers her time to help with the newsletter.  

 Volunteer Caregivers- Eric Funasaki. Eric has been a Volunteer Caregiver since 2006 and has proved to 

be dependable, patient, and hard working.  He will help with anything, including last minute transport, getting 

up on a steep roof to eliminate moss or clean gutters, trimming huge hedges, special events and many other 

requests. All our recipients who get a chance to meet him can not say enough about his character and integrity.  

 Family Friends- David Knierim . David became a Family Friend volunteer in 2006 . David has a heart for 

all children but especially for children in a hard spot.  Combine that with an amazing willingness to serve, 

teach, and have fun and David makes an exceptional Family Friend. David visits once a month for several 

hours, doing the most amazing science experiments with his mentee and sometimes with the boyôs siblings.  

Star Volunteers Honored  
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We want to say thank you to all our supporters! 
 

Your gifts make a difference! 
 

To help reduce use of paper, and costs of printing, our 

supporters are now recognized on our webpage. 

www.faithinactionnewberg.org/donate.html 

Welcome New Volunteers!   

 

If you are not yet a volunteer and are looking 

for a way to get connected with your neighbors, 

consider volunteering for Faith in Action!  

Call 503-537-1549 

A Neighbor Help Day  

  Faith in Action is planning itôs annual Neighbor 2 Neighbor Day event for May 15. Care Crews, comprised 

of families, small groups and bands of colleagues will spread throughout the community for a morning of 

pruning, gutter cleaning, weeding , window washing and more. The help will specifically be available to 

elderly people in Newberg, Dundee and St. Paul who have trouble bending, reaching and/or climbing. 

Volunteers will meet at the Faith in Action office, 310 Villa Road,  the morning of May 15th, grab some 

coffee, donuts and/or snacks provided by GodSongôs Service on Wheels concession vehicle and then head out 

to seniorôs homes. Groups will work for a few hours and get an amazing amount accomplished. We are in need 

of more groups, so please register yourself or your group today! To request help or volunteer for the event, call 

Jill at 503-537-1549. 

Faith in Action Named Top Volunteer Organization  

  Business and individuals throughout our community were 

recognized by the Chehalem Valley Chamber of Commerceôs 

2009 Community Awards banquet. Among the recipients to 

receive an award was Faith in Action, honored as Volunteer 

Organization of the Year. ñFaith in Action is described as a true 

gold mine in our community,ò presenter Sheryl Kelsh said.  

  But we could not do what we do without our coalition members 

and all the wonderful people that support our organization and 

believe in what we do for our community. To our 150 volunteers 

who are behind the scenes, everyday dedicated to helping our 

community members and families by volunteering their time, we 

want to say thank you!  

   Terry Molander was honored as 

Community Volunteer of the Year by the 

Chamber. Terry works on many projects 

and charitable organizations, including 

our volunteer caregivers program 

providing respite care, driving seniors to 

appointments and taking them shoping. 

She also has been a huge help with our annual Sing-

Along Messiah. Congratulations Terry!  

More Awards...  

Elizabeth Perez Anderson 

Jennifer Bobb 

Hezekiah Bolton 

Priscilla Donaghue 

Marissa Elliott 

Kendyl Goldston 

Cara Griffith 

Donald Harr 

Lorraine Harr 

Charlotte Kennedy 

Sara Rooks 

Elizabeth Spalding 

Emily Warner 

Karin Whittemore 

  Providence Newberg Health Foundationôs Hope for the Children golf tournament will be held July 26. A 

portion of the proceeds support Family Friends. You're invited to play, it will be held at the Reserve Vineyards 

Golf Club. Call Providence Newberg Health Foundation at (503) 537-1671 to register or for more information. 

HOPE for the Children Golf Tournament  

Kathy Watson, Jan Irish and Jill Smith attended 

the Chamber Awards Banquet in April. 

 



Spring Conference Brings State Network Programs Together  

Page 3 Faith in Action 

Ongoing Support Groups  

Faith in Action provides the following support groups: 

 

Family Support Groupï  

Family Caregiver Support group for parents caring for a child with special needs. Meets the second Friday of 

every month from 10:15 to 11:45am at the Family Life Church, 502 Hwy 219, Newberg, during the months 

September to May. Call 503-537-1546 for more information. 

 

Caregiver Support Group 

For caregivers of older adults. This is open to community. Second and fourth Thursday 1:30-3pm. Providence 

Newberg Medical Center conference room. 

  On April 12th, the Faith in Action program in Seasideï Partners 

for Seniors, hosted the Faith in Action Network of Oregonôs Spring 

Conference. Eight Oregon Faith in Action programs networked 

together for the day and discussed fundamental concepts in donor 

development. These conferences are held twice a year, every fall 

and spring. It is a great way for all the programs to collaborate on 

ideas for future success and sustainability. If you have a loved one 

that lives out of the Newberg area, be sure to check out the Faith in 

Action Network of Oregon website to see if there is program close 

to them at www.faithinactionoregon.org. 

Reflection From Our Intern  

  ñWhile my internship at Faith In Action is coming 

to a close, I canôt help but to feel blessed that I was 

matched with FiA for my internship time towards my 

degree in Social Work at George Fox University. As 

weeks would pass, I soon found out how much this 

organization truly cares to serve their community.     

Each staff member is whole heartedly dedicated to 

their unique program. Faith in Action has helped 

further my education and my personal awareness of 

the unique populations served in the community. I 

have learned a lot about older adults, older adults 

with disabilities, caregivers, and about families who 

have children with disabilities. I have been able to 

experience the importance of ñNeighbors helping 

Neighborsò, as FiA would say. The observed 

unselfish nature and passion that volunteers have for 

others in their community is a wonderful site to see 

and feel. 

  I would like to send a special thank you to the staff 

at Faith In Action and Providence Newberg Medical 

Center, as well as the many FiA recipients whom I 

met during home visits.ò 

 -Tara Clark, George Fox University  

Neighbors Helping Neighbors  

  Success can be measured in many ways. Everyday 

we get calls from the people we serve telling us how 

our programs make it possible for them to keep living 

independently in their homes and provides them with 

the extra care that means so much to them. We feel 

very lucky to be surrounded by caring supportive 

volunteers with hearts of gold that provide our care 

recipients with the kind of care you would get from a 

best friend. Often we get comments on how nice our 

volunteers are, how much they are appreciated and 

how much they are valued. One recipient wrote to us 

and said, ñI just want you to know how much it means 

to have volunteers like yours who are willing to give 

their time and energy to help people like me. I really 

appreciated your volunteer spending most of an entire 

day on my behalf. Not only the transportation, but also 

their company was appreciated as it helped to keep my 

mind off of my medical problem. And thanks for 

taking me out for lunch, the hamburger was great!ò 

Our volunteers get as much out of the experience too, 

they say they do it because they get to meet such 

special people. 
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Staff: 
 

Coalition Members 

 

2nd Street Community Church  

                             AARP 

Chehalem Valley Baptist Church 

Family Life Church 

First Presbyterian Church 

George Fox University Christian Services 

GodSong Community Church 

Grace Baptist Church, XYZ Group 

Joyful Servant Lutheran Church 

Newberg Church of the Nazarene 

Newberg Friends Church 

Newberg Ministerial Association 

Newberg Public Library 

North Valley Friends Church 

NW Senior & Disability Services 

Providence Newberg Medical Center 

St. Michael/San Miguel Episcopal Church 

St. Peter Catholic Church 

West Chehalem Friends Church 

               Zion Lutheran Church  

  On April 16th at Joyful 

Servant Lutheran Church 120 

community members and 

supporters of Faith in Action 

attended our Caring 

Connections Dinner. It was a 

fundraiser to support the 

works of Faith in Action. 

Guests enjoyed eating BBQ 

from local eatery, Itôs All 

Good, bidding on scrumptious 

desserts and listening to 

Wendy Goodwin sing and 

play her violin. 

Angie Stevens and Lois Welton enjoy each 

others company at our Caring Connections 

Dinner. Lois spoke about how much Faith in 

Action volunteers mean to her. 

Return Service Requested 

Caring Connections  


